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I write this message with a very heavy heart. I personally, and

Naruvi Hospitals as an organisation, lost one of the people

extremely dear to all of us. Prof. Sridharan left us for his

heavenly abode on the 24th of February. May his soul rest in

peace. He was not only our Laboratory Medicine coordinator,

but a really genuine well-wisher too.

The Naruvi Print for February is dedicated to Prof. Sridharan.

He was one of the earliest people to join the Naruvi clan, and

helped us to gain the confidence of many of the others who later

decided to join us. He was so active at a time when there was

nothing to show for Naruvi Hospitals. His immense faith in me,

my efforts and his unrelenting efforts were hugely instrumental

in getting Naruvi to its present state in terms of medical planning

in general, and laboratory sciences in particular. He was heard

telling several people that he thought his challenges in life were

done with, until Naruvi Hospitals, in its minute infancy, asked

him to lend it a helping hand, and added that he felt good for

another whole lifetime of professional undertakings.

He was nothing short of a ticking time bomb at work. Nothing

was left for the next hour, leave alone the next day.

Whether it was Virology or the helipad, he was never at a loss for

some form of advice or direction. He was such a do-gooder. His

principle was this - “...help everyone as much as I can, so that I

can use them to help some more people”. And he did this all the

time.

The Naruvi Hospitals is clearly visible on the Vellore skyline,

with four more floors to go. May the profile that the Naruvi

building has painted in the skies of Vellore be just a harbinger of

the greatness it is slated to reach in the years to come.

I rest assured in the goodwill of the people of Vellore to bring

Naruvi Hospitals to the position of one of the best health care

providers, not only in Vellore, but the country over.

My belief is that Naruvi will live up to its name – a fragrant

flower – throwing its fragrance across the globe.
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This edition is dedicated to a great human being.

It was an honour to have known you.
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All the events of the last month fade into oblivion before the tragedy that

struck many of us personally, and Naruvi Hospitals as an organisation.

Dr. Paul Henry has written a short remembrance of his close association

with Prof. Sridharan.

Prof. Sridharan - a legend.

Sridharan, aka Bobby, left us 2 weeks ago. The void that he left behind can

never be filled in the years that I can see ahead, in my limited vision!

There is no single word in the English language to encompass all of

Bobby’s qualities. For lack of an appropriate word, suffice it to say that he

was simply ‘amazing’.

I am very confused where to start – Bobby as a friend, Bobby as a

professional or Bobby as a teacher!

I have known Bobby since 1984. He was my teacher. He was a very dear

friend too. Never did he air his position as a teacher. He was a friend for all

the students. He was everyone’s favourite.

I lost touch with Bobby from 1990 AD. Came 2017 AD, and the need to set

up the laboratory in Naruvi Hospitals. I got in touch with Bobby. The

passing of 27 years did not seem to matter. Bobby was the same bubbly

packet of energy that I knew in 1984!
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Bobby’s classes – Microbiology he taught –

were scheduled in the afternoon. A full

stomach, the scorching heat of Vellore,

sitting in a classroom on the top floor of a

building, asbestos roof between us and the

sun, was torture on another level.

Despite all these adverse conditions, none of

us could sleep in any of his classes, for

many reasons. In all fairness, I must admit

that despite Microbiology being drier than

the driest of leaves on the asbestos roof I

referred to earlier, Bobby made his classes

so interesting that even the most

unmotivated of medical students (I top the

list there), stayed awake.

There was, however, another equally

important reason to stay awake. He would

run up and down the classroom for the entire

duration of the lecture. Did we get a chance

to drop off to sleep? No way.

At a time when Naruvi Hospitals had only a

Chairman, a strong business group to do the

planning and one or two part-time medical

advisors, Bobby was asked to give his

inputs. Without even stopping for a breath,

he not only agreed, but before we knew

what was happening, he was nose deep in

helping out Naruvi Hospitals, as if the

entire responsibility fell on his shoulders.

And he was doing all this gratis. He

justified his efforts saying that he simply

enjoyed doing it.

I feel so inadequate writing this

remembrance of Bobby – I do not think I

am anywhere near worthy of the task.

I have dared to do it, purely out of the

feeling that not doing it would be far worse

than my humble and inadequate efforts at

doing so. I fall humbly at the feet of that

great human being – Bobby – out of love,

respect, admiration. May Bobby live

another millennium serving people on the

other side of what we call LIFE.

“Let mortals rejoice that there has existed

such and so great an ornament of nature”.
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In the last year and a half, that Bobby has

been trying to help us put together the

Department of Laboratory Medicine, it was

such a treat to work with him. Energy,

motivation, the desire to reach out to

everyone, to help people, to do and do and

do more and more …… that was Bobby. A

real ball of LOVE! And ENERGY!



Prof. G. Sridharan a giant in the field of Virology, passed away in

Chennai on 24th of February at the age of 64. He is best known by

the name Bobby among his close professional friends and relatives.

I had the privilege of meeting Bobby in early 2008 when we were

together working for Sri Narayani Hospital and Research Centre,

Vellore to establish Research in Infectious Diseases.

He had several unique attributes that made him always special to us.

He loved to talk with different people, share their emotions and

helped them choose the right path. He cared for others much more

than him. Every person he interacts will be his friend within a few

minutes. He treats everyone equally with respect and dignity.

He always says that he will build bridges but never burn a bridge.

He has made significant contributions in building professional

relationships. His guidance and instructions though harsh many

times were always with good intentions and every moment with him

was a learning experience. He will be remembered always as an

excellent scientist, a great teacher and a good human being in our

hearts.

Naruvi Print | February 2019 | Naruvi Hospitals | all rights reserved.



My association with Prof. G. Sridharan started way back in 2003 at

Department of Virology, CMC, Vellore.

He was a truly inspirational, thoughtful, and a strong person. Sir was

most honest, helping and kind person I have ever met. He was an

amazing influence in my life and such a wonderful, amazing teacher I

ever had. He always gave us a moral support and encouraged us to live

a good quality life. He makes you believe that you are important and

give you the confidence every day to believe in yourself. He helped

each of his students to shape their character and make their future

bright. He is an inspiration forever to all of us who had the privilege to

be his students. I am proud to have been one of his Ph.D students. He

always used to say we all should work as a TEAM (Together Each

Achieve More). I truly feel blessed and honored that I had a chance to

work with him.

Thank you sir for being a friend, philosopher and mentor. Thanks for

all your dedication, love and caring. As a tribute to Prof. G. Sridharan

let us all help each other in the field of research with his blessings.

May your soul rest in peace. We will always remember you for your

loving and caring nature.

Naruvi Print | February 2019 | Naruvi Hospitals | all rights reserved.



Dr. G. Sridharan joined the Department of

Microbiology at CMC Hospital, Vellore for

doing MSc in Medical Microbiology. On

successful completion of this, he worked in

the same department and registered for his

PhD under Prof. Grace Koshi and

successfully completed it. He then

concentrated on Virology, trained in the US

and took over as Head of Virology when

Dr. T. Jacob John retired.

He joined Sri Narayani Hospital &

Research Centre in 2009 and had been

there since.

In my association with him for 40 years,

many are the vivid memories, a few of

which I share here.

He was an excellent teacher and many a

student will vouch for this; what impressed

me was his ability to give lectures

extempore at short notice and without a

piece of paper to refer to.

He had the amazing ability to make friends

and could easily relate to all people, be it

the DG, ICMR or scientists with whom he

worked in the USA, or the many scientists

with whom he sat on committees in India or

his colleagues, students or the gardener in

his house - truly a God given ability!

He was a loyal friend, who would go to any

length to help someone in need and many

can vouch for this also.

A loving and dutiful son to his mother, a

sincere friend to many, a lover of dogs, an

excellent academician and research scientist

and above all a good human being, he is

missed by many; may his soul rest in peace.
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